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XXXIX. An Account of a ^oo{^ entitled^ [Julij Vi- 
ralis Epitaphiura ; cum Notis Cricicis Expli- 
cationeq: V. C. Hen. Dodwelii, et Commen- 
tario Guil. Mufgrave'. j IJcdt Vunmoniomm. 
Sumtibus Philippi Yeo. MDCCXI. 

IT is faid of Zem, that when He confulted the Ora- 
cle, as to what courfe of Life He were beft to pur- 
iue. He received for Anfwer, e/ (wyx^^viom toh vit^pn^t 
ft ad mortuos fe adplkaret 5 it being from Them, their 
Writings and other Remains, that the greateft part of 
Knowledge is derived to us 3 and what the Living fur- 
nifh us with, is chiefly taken from the Monuments of 
the Dead. 

hfcriptions are in this kind raoft valuable, as being 
for the generalicy Originals of undmbted Veracity ; noi: 
fubjed to the Errors of Copying. The InfcripHon here 
publifti'd, is of the greater value, for that it is the on- 
ly one, as yet difcover'd, any way relating to the Britijh 
Belg£' 

Ifou have, Tab. VFL th^ Infer ipt ion, with the Figure of I^^. VII. 
the Stone, as it was dug up near Bath^ 1708* and is now 
to be feen, kt up in a Wall at the Eaft end of the 
Church, in the Abby Green. 

I read it thus at length, according to our Modern 
way of writing Latin. 

Julius Vi talis, Fabricenffs Legionis Vicefims Valerians 
ViUricis^ Stipendiorum novem^ Annornm viginti novem^ 
Nat tone Belga, eoc Collegio Fabricenfium elatus^ hie fitns 
eft, 
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The Learned Mr* DodweU^ after his Critical Notes on 
this Infcription, divides his Explkatim of it into Tea 
edions, wlikh have the following Titles. 






SECT. L LegionHm finguUrnm Fabricenfes fab fn- 
mis dontaKat Imferatorihm. 

II. AliJ Fabricenfes M a Fabricenfibus Notitianim^ ei: 
Codicis Htriufqi^y tarn Theodofiani quam Juftinianei, 

III. Leges de Fabricenfibus (etiam fofi Confrantiriuni 
IVl.) non foil Officiorum Magiftro^^ye^ Comiti etiam S.icra* 
rum Laigitionum, et Pr^fefto Fr^torij injQribi folit^^ 
11]% ad A. D. 474- 



IV. A Temforibus Conftantini, et initio Diocleiiani 
Britannia /^l Prsefefto Gallicani Pr^tonf, qui^roindc Fa 
bria^ militaris Britannic^ Potejiatem kdkbat^ 



} 



V. Caraufius et Aikftus /^ Britannia Augufti Fabricae 
Britannicge prof^iciebant per fuorum Pr^toriorum Pr^- 
feftos, non Gallicanum, hfcrijJtio h^c ferior Ptokm-i^o, 
atHiqnior tamm Dionis Confulatti^ A. D. 22^^ 

Vr, In if fa ZJrk Bathonienfi erat Fabricenfium Legio- 
11 is XX^« Coilegium. 

Vfl. Legion^. Aug, nondum in agro Monomethenfi^ 
A. D. €ii. cum excederet Sept. Severus. Eoq^ proinde 
anno antiqnior erat hsec, fortafjis^ Infcriptio. 

Vllh Bert fotefl, ut Fahricas duplices, tdm Armorotii 
quam Machinarum Bellicarum, compkxum fnerit unicurn 

k^Hs Infcriptionis Fabrics GoUegiLim* 

iX. Na- 
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!X. Nationis nomine Patria dejlgnatur Juiij Vi talis. 
qim in BelgarUi^a terrltono pterit.^ non GaHicorurOs fid 
Briunnicor um. 

X. Ad honorem Juiij Vitalis fachmt, qusdeco in hoc 
mortumcrito dicuntur^ 

To this Explication of Jdhis Vitalis his Evitaphy the 
Hime learned Gentleman adds twv.) other Infcriptions^ one 
found not long lince at PozzuoU^ the other at Bai£, 
with Explications of them- 

After a Letter of Compliment, to Dr^ Nichofa, late 
Warden of Winchefler College^ the Editor producei^ his 
CommenUry on Julim Vhalis hiB Epitapk Tney are both 
divided into Sidions, in the foliowing Order. 

Sea. L 1 V L I V S. V IT A L I S. 

Thefe Nimes are enquired into, oind loftanccb? given 
ot many Perfons having this Sirname 3 and of thofe ibine 
of Quality/ now living in Italj. 

Sea. 11. F A B RICiESIS, 

It is here obferved, that the Romans^ for the fake oi 
ea(y Pronunciation, ufed fometimes to interpofe an I, 
and omit N. That they, being great Mafters of the 
Art Military, had dunm generum Officinal Armorum, qua-- 
rum hs Legionarid, iILt Opidana eranf. The former cam,e 
at laft to be cali'd Fabric£j as appears from HyginnSy al- 
lowing^ in every Camp for three Regions, room for a 
Fabrica* (Vide Antiq, Rom* a CI. Gr^vio edit. Vol. X^ 
From Fabrica comes Fabricenfes^ which is read in the 
Theodofian Code, in a Law made Leontio & Salluftio 
Cojf. (A. D. 344-; And becaufe the Author has not mtt 
with this Word earlier than this Year, He does not place 
3^, Vitalis much above this time^ 
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ScvT^ IIL L E G* XX. 

The Author here delivers it as probable. That this 
was one of Antonjc% Legions^ which amouoted, without 
Interruption, to the Number XXV. inclufive. The Im 
fgnia for the ^x^ Cohort of this Legion, and two foch 
as belong to the other Cohorts, are, from a Coyn of Dr- 
fnm^ here reprefeoted in a Cut. 

Under this head it is affirmed. That there were ftve- 
ral Victfima Legwms^ but how many is uncertain* The 
feveral Names of this Legion, as they lye fcatter'd up 
and down in Authors, are recited- A ihort Hiftory of 
It produc'd, particularly of its coming into Britain un- 
der Flmitius^ about the Year 45. Thatlnvafion one of 
the moft remarkable Epochai^ that ever concerned this 
Mand. Gracina^ Wife to PlauttHs^ probably the firft 
Chrijlim In Britain. This Legion was in the laft Battel 
with, and overthrow of Boadicia : Was under the Com- 
mand of Rofcim C£lim^ and after that of Agricola : Had 
its chief Station at Deva (Ckefter^) which had its Increafe, 
if not its F\ifc, from this Legion, about the Year 80* 
^kar the River Dwa, He thinks the Ca^gi were feated 5 
and proves^ That they were overcome by Jgricok in 
the firft Year of Domitims Reign, This Legion in Bri- 
tain in the Reign of Adrian. The Vexillarii of this Le- 
gion built part of that Wall, between Dmhritto^ and 
Edenborough Friths. Ptolemy and the Itinerary of Anto- 
ninus mention this Legion, as fettled at Deva : (ChfierJ) 
It was there in the time of Commodus^ and at Crowdun^ 
dak'waith- It Gded with Carattfus^ againft Maximinian 
and Diocletian. The Romans did often place Coyns, 
under their Altars, and other Buildings. Of the XXth 
Legion, part had their Station at Bath ; and was there 
about the middle of the 4th Century. This Legion 
continued in Britain about three hundred Years 5 con- 

fequently, 
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feqoently, mud be of great ufe in commonicating to 
the Britains^ the many Arts and Sciences, they learnt of 

the Romans, 

Sea. iV. V. V. 



Tho' Learned Men agree, That the latter V fignifies 
Vi&rix^ an Epithet common to thh with feveral other 
Legions ; there is among them much controverly, what 
it meant by the former V. foine reading it Vakns^ others 
Valeria^ ^th^xs Valeriana. The Author is of the latter 
Opinion, urging. That as the Legion, called by D/> 
lihmHmh is by TacitHSj more than once, term'd Clandiana 
Legio ^ fo this Legion, term'd by Dio Ovah^ftmoi, ough% 
in his Opinion, to be in Latin rendred Legio Valeriana. -^ 
Efpecially, if we confider, That the word Le^/Vaffeds 
to be joined with an Adjeftive ending in ana ^ of which 
He produces almoft twenty Examples, and can produce 
many moVe r^ 6n the other hand, it does not appear to 
him, That £e|;r(? is ifi any good Author joy ned wiih the 
word Vaierid* He farther adds, That tho it be jundoubt- 
edly true, there was a Legion caird Valens Pi^rix, (for 
this is evident from an Infcription, reported by Lipfins^ 
and others) yet there is no proof, That any Legion, ha- 
ving that Name, was ever in Britain. He enquires, how 
this Legion came to be call'd Valeriana^ and how Vi^ 
Brix .-And fays, there is a longer Account of this Le- 
gion, than perhaps of any other, m%^. up to ^74 
X ears* 

Sea. V. STIPENDIORUM. iX. 

The yearly Stipends are here phcerd to exprefs the 
Years of Service, and thevv, That J. V. ferved nine Years 
in the Army. 
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SfciVL ANN OR- XXXIX. 

11ms double N is very remarkable 5 rarely, if at all, 
to be met with in any other Jnfcnptio^. The lad Line, 
in the Ligature, is raifeci higher than ordinary, perhaps 
to include, for foftnefs of Pronounciation, an 1 5 and 
then the Word is to be read Anmorum. There are many 
Inftances of this kind to be met with, in ancient MSS and 
Infcri^tions. Julius Fitalis enter'd into the Service in the 
Twentieth Year of his Age 5 though the Romans gene* 
rally lifted at Seventeen, and fometimes earlier. Coyns 
are mentioned, as proving Cifres to be of ufe among 
the Romans. 

Sea. VIJ. N A T I O N E. 

The firft Vowel here, without a Line tranfverfe, is 
according to Mr. Cambdens Rule, a good Argument to 
prove, this Infcription not to be more ancient than Se- 
verHsh Age •• There being, as that Learned Antiquary- 
affirms, no fuch Form of this Letter, in this Ifland, before 
that time. 

Sea. VII L BELGA. 

The Be/^^ came out of Germany^ and fettled in G^j^/ 3 
from whence a part of them invaded Britain^ about the 
Time of Diviatkus. They landed in, or near the Bay of 
Claufentum (old Southhampon) and polTeft the Sea-Coait 
of Hamp/hire^ as it is now call'd. Thence they march'd 
to Fenta QVinchefler) *and gave it the Name of Vent a 
Belgdrumy and extended their Conquefts farther, into the 
Countreys now known by the Names of Wiltjhire and 
Somarfet. 

The 



The Cangi could not inhabit any part of this Beigmm, 
(as fome learned Men have formerly affirmed^ and ochcis 
of late undertaken to prove 5) for the Ltadcn Pjgs^ m 
number twenty, found fome time fjnce in Ckefme, each 
having the following Infcription, 

IMP. DOMIT, AVa GER. DE, CEANG. 

That IS, 

Imperator l)omltianus At^guJiHi Gwmmicm de Ceangk^ 
five Cangi^5 

Thefe lamina Flnmhes do (I fay) evideotly pro%^e 
the Victory of the Cangi to have been near the River 

Deva^ where in ail likelihood they were ff^jated^ 

Tisfeirther manifeft from Ptolemey^ they could not, at 
leaft in his time, and according fo his Geography, inha- 
bit any part of Belgium^ and this by an undeniable Ar- 
gument. The Maritime Belgium nmt the IJk of Wtgk, 
were overcome hjVef^afian^^ whofe t^amp, now to be 
feen near Chkhfter^ was capable of three Legions^ ihat i«, 
Thirty fix thoufand Men. 

Vitalk z Cicizen of Rm/e, by virtue of C.aracalU^$ 
Gonftitution, if no other way. ThtBritmns were fome« 
times caird Romans. Veffajim nev^r overcame the Bfm- 
monij. 

Sea. VIIIL EX. COLECiO. FABRICE., 

The fingle L is according to the Coftora of the i?#- 
i^^^z, which held as long as their Laogoage* 

C for G was alfo ufual with Them. 
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The Fahrka Sacra, ot Office^ for making Arms of the 
greater fortj for the Souldiery, is mmtion^ by Pat em m ^ 
who lived under the Antomms. Trajan feems, firft, to 
have built this fort of Office ; whofe Oeconomy is here 
fet forth ; bur, in Britain^ Adrian^ A. D- CXXL Why 
we ought to read Fabrkenjium, The Bath-Fabrk had 
Ore and Fuel from the Si/^re/j {Glocefierflnre and Mon- 
mouthfiire) where Adrian funk an Iron-work. Of the 
Officer in the Army called Jrmorum Cufios. The Ar- 
mamentarium at the Mouth of the old Rhine, very an- 
cient : Its Communication, in latter Times, with our^ 
Fakka. Not unlikely, but chat the Legionary Fabri- 
cenfes were incorporated into the Baih-Collige^ Julius 
Vitalk recommended Himfelf tothe College, perhaps by 
his Humanity, Probity, and llrbanity. The Luxury of 
this XXth Legion, and of the Fabricenfes near Bath^ mani- 
fell: from their many Mofaic Pavements : Of which one is 
!)ere defer i bed. Vitalis kcms to have been Prsfe&us 
Fdbricenjmm^ fronidie Honour done Him^ by the whole 
College, in his Funeral and Monument. 

Sea. X. E L A T U S. 

The true Signification of this Word, in oppoOdon to 
Siponfmm. ColUgium^ m thepureft L«^fi^ Authors, never 

iignifies a* Piaciu 

Sta. XI. H S E. 

The RiP^ of Notes^ SinguLt^ or SigU. No Points in this 
Note, being of itfelf eafily underftood. The common 
way of Deciphering not diffi'cult ; and may be per- 
formed by one, v»^ho underftands not the Language of 
the Wririn:^. A way of writing propofed, fo occult, 
as not to be difcovered. No Digamma Moluum m any 
of the Britifh Infcriptions. Phraies, as well as Words, 

have 
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have their Rife and Fall. This of \JItc fitus ejl} one of 
rhe riioft ancknr. 

The Mtiitary IVajs^ as now feeOj are fome of the 
moft Magnificent Remains of the Roman Greatnefs 3 
begun near Batk, under Qlandim. The Roman Army 
in Britain under Nero joooo: v^^hich, after the De- 
feat of Boadicia^ was in all likehhooci etnploy'd in public 
Worksj as Ways, &c. At Bah four Military Ways 
meet ; in this ^adrivium, about a Mile out of the 
Town, near the London-Road, was a faiBous Burying- 
Place 5 in which Juiim VitaW^ and feverai others, ¥/ere 
1>uryed. Buryiog-Places inofr proper remote li om Cities^ 
and therefore recommended to more frequent nk^ after 
the Example of moft wife Nations. 

In the laft Chapter the Author treats of the Ortho- 
graphy^ Ornament^^ and other Accidents oi this InfcrJp^ 
tiony fettiog forth^in particular, That as IrijQriyihns bei.1: 
of all teach Orihography, fo they are often mofl: 
faulty in this refpedL Points at firil: were ufed to di- 
fiinguiOi Words. lo this hjcrifiiony they are^ v^here 
moft perfeft. Triangular^, and placed ne.tr the Oiiddic 
of the preceding Letcer. The Romm V was prorioooc\J 
like our W ; confequently Jidii^s V/Halls. This Vowel 
was fbmetimes pointed beneath^ (bmeiiines Arch\l, as 
appears from MSS of a tboufaoci Years age, nov^ to be 
kox^ in the, Bodleian Library : corurary to the Opiiiioik 
of Ccllar'uif :, who aflirms, That the round bouo^nM. 
U^ U^ is not above a hundred Years ftandiniv Tliis lair 
Figure of rhj8 Lttter^ taken from the Runer^ as (he otlicr^ 
V, was frorii the Greek r. Of the mixing firiiiii with 
great Letters 5 and mixing, in tl e fame Wrifing, Letters 
of divers Alphabets^ IJthotocnifb carelefs in dividrnr^ 
Syllables, liaowledge of the Aniieiits befr preferred l>y 
Ir/fcriptions ^ which yet labour under great defeats. The: 
liie of this Infcripiiom 
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Ti:e a* of tliis C$m$mptary can't but take Notice, 
That it: is not reprefented aright by the Editor of the 




ffttics iiu C&Mtimff-i des (Jmks s'itment frMfifporte% en Ande- 

» '1'"^% If '*J >•' Sf ■• ^ M tf"^ '^ .-"^ Vita' 

i-i^rre^ 4wf^Mr de iJdio & rfellfj Whereas the tommen- 
tdrj allirins no inch thing, and in all likelihood PVells^ 
and perhaps Brnk-too, is ranch kter than the feitliog 
of the Be%.# JO Briimfr. In tiie sd place, He obferves. 
That whereas ilie BiMio cheque affirms of the B^th Fa- 






)iic £a^ qm P'0M atmi igeiori jufqi^' a prefent] the G^i- 

mewidTj quire orherwife fays, l^Faimcam Aquis, jm^^-l ^rii 
iHerat^Jamdm I aisiit^ pi i£c Cmdis. J pag. 189. Laftly, 
fpeakiag of the rouod bottomM U^ invented (as Cella- 
riiis aiiirms} about a hoodred Years ago. This, fays the 
BiMwiheiimf is troe^ m to Infcriptions [Cell efi vrai ' a f 
€gard des hi/lriptims^J O^ ^be other hand, I take leave 
r.o rdirro, fi$d /jm/ms contrarium e(l veriffimum : There 
being eow to be fceii in Cornwall an old Infcription 
with a round .U. 
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^abulam hunc.qiim repraifentat 
Jixltj Vi tails EpttaphmrtL, ad^ 
Bai:liomaiii,A:D: MDCCIIX 
cijojjiinv, ^nttqidtattj jlitdto 
flaqTanttb tu D,3 , P. 

RictiardxtiS MttiVrave , 
Hafilbixrienfi^ , 



